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While Ilaskins was given sole charge of
superintending the execution of the order, which
required at least six months before the machinery
could be completed for shipment to China, I took
advantage of the interim to run down to New
Haven and attend the decennial meeting of
my class. It was to me a joyous event and I con-
gratulated myself that I had the good luck to
be present at our first re-union. Of course, the
event that brought me back to the country was
altogether unpretentious and had attracted little
or no public attention at the time, because the
whole country was completely engrossed in the
last year of the great Civil War, yet I personally
regarded my commission as an inevitable and
preliminary atcp that would ultimately lead to
the realization of my educational scheme, which
had never for a moment escaped my mind. But
at the meeting of my clasft* this subject of my
life plan was not brought up* We had a
most enjoyable time and parted with nearly the
same fraternal feeling that characterised our
parting at graduation. After the decennial
meeting, I returned to Fitchburg and told Has*
kins that 1 was going down to Washington to
offer my services to the government as a volun-
teer for the short period of six months, and that          i
